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chain to form the Philippines. Largely trop-
ical wilderness, 90 percent of the islands are
uninhabited, 60 percent unnamed. Two-
thirds of the population lives on the two
“largest islands, Luzon and Mindanao.
Predominantly of Malay origin, Filipinos
trace their origins as far back as 3000 B.C.,
to the first immigrants from Indonesia and
Malaya. Hillsides terraced with rice fields
bear witness to ancient engineering skills.
In the 14th century Arab missionaries
brought Islam to the

The Christian influ-
ence dates from 1521,
when Magellanland-
od on Cebu, opening the way for Spanish
colonization in 1503, Spain’s rule fasted 333
years, ending with the Spanish-American
War. The United States guided the Philip-
pines during the next 48 years, leaving a
heritage of language and liberty. The nation
became fully independent on July 4, 1946,

GOVERNMENT: Republic. LAND AREA: 115,830
square miles, about the size of Arizona, extending
1,150 miles north and south, the sweep of Wash
ington, Ovegon, and California combined. POPU-

ber, fishing, gold, Jead, manganese, iron, copper,
chromite. CIr1ES: Manila, port, industrial center
(pop. 1,339,000) Quezon City (Manila suburb),
capital; Baguio, sumimer capital; Pasay; Cebu.
CLIMATE: Hot, humid, heavy rainfall.
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t i thou- Nearly 3,000 people lived on the five-mile fong

& that it by three mite wide island betore the eruption:

s aned many have since returned o their homes Wates

bhanana flled erater at center of the large picture formed

1 (nset) ina 1911 eruption that claimed 1,333 lives 307
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sl heep that ddealism frome siowering My,
Far more than wars and occupation. yeoy

phy has frigmented the Republic of the Philip
pines. Tts 32,000,000 people Tive on awadasy
of islands strany out north and south for 1,130
miles between the Pacific Ocean and the South
China Sea (maps, pages 212-18)

Nao one knews how many istands there are.
the republic itself savs simply “more than 7,100.7
New islands appear from time 10 time as vol
canoes thrust their smoking cones above the sea.
And, after a few years of pounding by the waves,
some of these new islands vanish,

The eruption of Taal Volcano on September
28, 1965, cmphasized apain the infieence of
titanic natural torces on Jife i the Philippimes
and i Lake Taal,
HO aniles south of Manila, voared (o three
s and Licooed out untold toos of mud ot
;Li(?\\'IHL' ‘H”Hh'(‘ l]"l}’_(“a ‘(){1:; }~';4»{,5A ””4,

! . .
Sotses were buied uoder sithke ash Two

Uhe volomno, visine asani

hundred pevpie bost therr lives and thonspos
of homel

<o the isaad and aronmnd che ake
e braen o redief conters

ik Ny owafe w anted to get away, ol
wanted o wateh alittie fonger The eraptions
were not very strong at first.

“About hall an hour later, adeatening blast
shook the island. 1t was time to leave”

Conrado Andal jammed 20 women and
shildren into the same small hoat we were
sing. Chey SGated north, ey e the vol
anes eruption center They had vaveled
ibout two and @ half miles when another ex
Hlosion split the night.

FPhere wis 2 hig voluime of s and steam,”
My, Andal said. *That wias when the storna
wd electrical display started. It was just ke
Roman candjes—Aashes of red and yvellow.”

The eruption, possibly triggered by scepage
o water from the lake into the depihs of the
;arth, ereated its own thunderstorm, Bitlion-
of gallons of water, steam, gas, and mud
Shurned into the ai

Mreo Andal remembered shovfie - to hoad
vadds ol retaeces frons the sbnd o hesinorth

ST sy abrand of the hie wases that wonldd
one) he told us HEowarnins condd pot be
wearth i the noisy night, Many o4 the valen
fos victomia trowned Whon e W s e
alfea their overloaded hodts

On Septemher 20, Tao3 Tual ~spowerd v

tack vinder cone 1000 feet by e Crater-pocked tirme bomb, Taal Veleane rises from the new erater inthe inle
formed o horseshoe isfet (visibie i indet ot from Lake Tt 40 miles south of Manilas Dorewand feet afolt spreading de
apper rizht, page 2070 Wisps of e stit mant for half a century, the voleanic sk sud- baried weores of the catuclys
scaped tror the cone nem e wade: Y s denhy ernpted i September, 1963, bhiasting out the  their Qourishing stands of ¢

ve cimbed it centhe stoping sl o tend o 300 inlet at upper vizht and spewing ash and pumice  Two davs kier the volcanos

sicnic luneck on the o
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